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Let us come to facts, so as to see how the system of
forces thus organised actually worked.

Napoleon, intending to enter upon operations on
June 15th, sends forward, on June 6th, the Fourth Corps
from Metz; a few days before that, the First Corps
from Lille; at the same time he screened these moves
by reinforcing the outposts with a certain number of
national guards. On June 8th he sent forward the
Guard, from Paris, the Sixth Corps from Laon, and the
Second Corps from Valenciennes.

On the 12th, he left Paris himself.

All these corps reached, on the 13th, the region
between Philippeville and Avesnes; on the 14th they
concentrated and distributed themselves into three
columns : that on the right including the Fourth Corps
and cavalry; that in the centre (including the Third
Corps, the Sixth Corps, the Guards, the largest part
of the cavalry) was in the region of Beaumont; that
on the left, including the First and Second Corps, was
near Solre-sur-Sambre.

These movements completely escaped the attention
of the allies until the 14th, at which date they heard
of the Emperor having arrived at the army, and of the
French marching in order to concentrate. On receiving
this first warning, Blucher orders, in the evening of
the 14th, his Fourth Corps to assemble at once so as
to be able to reach Hanut within o<p.e day's march.

It was only during the night from the 14th to the
15th that the whole truth was known from General
Ziethen's reports; he saw the enemy reinforcing in
front of him, he foresaw that he would be attacked on
the following day. On receiving this new warning
Blucher added, to the order already given General von
Bulow, a new order to make for Hanut with all speed.

This second order reached General von Bulow on the
15th, at 11 a.m. If he had immediately ordered his
troops to resume, after a short rest, their march towards
Hanut, the Fourth Corps would have been assembled,
in the night from the 15th to the 16th, on that point.
General von Billow thought he could postpone carrying
out the order until the following day, the 16th. He
reported accordingly. His report, however, did not
find Blucher at Namur; no more than the orders sent
out by Blucher on the 15th had found Bulow at Hanut,